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Introduction 

The IPCC’s Sixth Assessment Report released earlier this year noted with certainty that heat 

waves will increase and occur with more frequency. India’s economy is highly dependent on 

heat-exposed labour with an overwhelming 75% of the labour force, close to 380 million people, 

toiling under the sun and accounting for nearly 50% of the country’s GDP. Estimates show 75% 

of Indian districts, home to over 638 million people, are hotspots of extreme climate events 

such as cyclones and floods, and droughts and heat. Over the decades, unviable agricultural 

prospects in rural areas have forced people to migrate to cities in search of jobs. Women are 

often left behind. The International Labour Organization notes that climate change impacts, 

combined with differences in social and 
economic roles and responsibilities exacerbate the vulnerability of women and children. 

Located along the western coast of India, 

Karnataka state shares its borders with Goa, 

Maharashtra, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, and 

Kerala and has 31 administrative districts. 

Karnataka has a subtropical climate with four 

distinct seasons: winter, summer, post- 

monsoon, and southwest monsoon. The 

annual rainfall varies from approximately 20 

inches to 160 inches, with the primary 

monsoon period spanning the months of 

June–September. Additionally, a less 

pronounced northeast monsoon contributes 

to post-monsoon precipitation, however, winters tend to be dry in the state. In recent decades, a 

significant change in temperature in the state has been observed with the summer maximum 

temperature increased by 95% from 1951 to 2010. Moreover, Karnataka is overall prone to 

heatwaves, with 15 out of 31 districts being very highly prone.1 

 
1 Vidhatri Thakkar, Vidya Srinivas, Pradeep Marula Siddhappanavara, Tashina Madappa, Anushiya Jeganathan, Indu K. 

https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/coronavirus-leading-through-the-crisis/charting-the-path-to-the-next-normal/will-india-get-too-hot-to-work#%3A~%3Atext%3DApril%2022%2C%202021%20By%202050%2Cair%20temperature%20and%20relative%20humidity
https://www.ceew.in/press-releases/75-districts-and-half-india%E2%80%99s-population-vulnerable-extreme-climate-events-ceew-study
https://www.ceew.in/press-releases/75-districts-and-half-india%E2%80%99s-population-vulnerable-extreme-climate-events-ceew-study
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The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), implemented in 

2005, is a program that has become a vital source of livelihood and a ray of hope for rural 

communities in India, particularly for the unemployed and underemployed. It guarantees 100 

days of unskilled manual work annually to adult members of rural households who seek 

employment. The program provides a reliable income source for many, especially during periods 

of agricultural lean seasons or when other employment opportunities are scarce. The program 

mandates that at least one-third of beneficiaries are women, contributing to gender equity and 

empowering women in rural areas. With several parts of north Karnataka experiencing increase 

in temperatures. 

 

A government order dated 04/04/2025 signed by 

Sri. Chandrashekar, Special Secretary, 

Administration-1, Rural Development and 

Panchayat Raj Department was issued to all the 

concerned departments and intends to provide 

concession of 30% workload with full payment for 

all the registered MGNREGS workers across 14th 

districts of Kalburgi and Belagavi zones, refer to 

Annexure-2. 

 
 
 
 
 

Rapid Survey of MGNREGA Workers in Chikodi Taluk, Belagavi district, Karnataka 

 
Murthy, “Heatwave health risk index for Karnataka, India”, The Journal of Climate Change and Health, Volume 22, 2025. 
< https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667278225000136> 
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A rapid survey was conducted by ActionAid Karnataka Project between 10th and 12th April 2025 

across villages in Chikodi Taluk, Belagavi where MGNREGA work is undertaken. A few basic questions 

concerned with heat and working conditions were administered  

across 124 workers. (Refer to Annexure-I for questionnaire) 

A total of 95 women and 29 men working under the 

MGNREGS were part of this survey. They came from 

Bambalwad, Belakud, Donwad, Hanchnal, Jainapur, 

Kamtenatti, Karagaon, Mugali, and Umarani villages of six 

Gram Panchayats in Chikkodi Taluk, Belagavi district. 114 

survey participants were under 60 years of age and 10 

were between 60 and 75 years. 

 

 

Survey Findings 

 

The following are the findings of the survey; 

1. 90 workers work between 10am and 5pm. 

 

Work timings / ಕೆಲಸದ ಸಮಯ Count 

10am-5pm 90 
8am-3pm 32 
9am-2pm 2 

Total 124 

 
2. 93 out of 124 workers testified that they were not provided with 30% less work 

load and 31 members confirmed that they were provided. 

 

Are you given 30% workload concessions and full payment also ? / 

ನಿಮಗ್  ೆ 30% ಕೆಲಸದ ಹ ೆೊರೆ ರಿಯರಯಿತಿಗಳನ್ನು  ಮತ್ನು  ಪೂರ್ಣ ಪರವತಿಯನ್ನು  ಸಹ 

ನಿ ಿೀಡಲರಗನತ್ೆ ದೆಯಿಿೀ? 

 
Count 

No 93 

Yes 31 

Grand Total 124 

 

 

 

 

Gram 
Panchayat 

Count of Name of the 
Gram Panchayat / 

ಗ್ರಾ ಮ ಪಂಚರಯತ್: 

Bambalwad 19 
Belakud 10 
Jainapur 12 
Karagaon 32 
Mugali 33 
Umarani 18 
Total 124 

 



MGNREGA Workers Labour in Rising Temperatures 
A rapid survey in Chikodi Taluk, Belagavi district, Karnataka 

 

                    Page - 5 
    

 
3. 51 workers testified that they did not get drinking water facilities at work and 73 

members expressed that they get drinking water at work. 

 

Are you provided clean drinking water/ ಶನದಧ ಕನಡಿಯನವ ನಿ ಿೀರನ್ನು  

ಒದಗಿಸನತ್ೆ ದೆಯಿಿೀ? 
Count 

No 51 
Yes 73 

Total 124 

 
4. 104 workers said that a first aid box was not available at the work place while 20 

workers confirmed it’s availability. 

 

Is First Aid box available at workplace / ಕೆಲಸದ ಸಥಳದಲಿ್ಲ  ಪಾಥಮ ಚಿಕಿತ್ರಾ  ಪೆಟಿ್ಟ  ಗ್ೆ  

ಲಭ್ಯ ವಿದೆಯಿಿೀ? 

 
Count 

No 104 
Yes 20 

Total 124 
 
 

5. 85 workers said that they did not have tent/shade facilities during breaks and 39 

workers expressed they did. 

 

 
Are you provided with a tent for taking work breaks or lunch at the 

workplace /ಕೆಲಸದ ಸಥಳದಲಿ್ಲ  ವಿರರಮ ತ್ೆ ಗ್ೆ ದನಕೆ ೆೊಳಳಲನ ಅಥವರ ಊಟ ಮರಡಲನ 

ಆಡಳಿತ್ನು  ಟೆಂಟ್ ಅನ್ನು  ಒದಗಿಸಿದೆಯಿಿೀ? 

 
 

Count 

No 85 
Yes 39 

Total 124 

 

6. The range of issues faced by workers as per their statements include: thirst, dry mouth, dry 
eyes, headache, burning sensation in scalp, leg and while passing urine. 

 
  

Have you faced any issues working under these temperatures / ಕಳೆದ ಕೆಲವು ದಿನಗಳಲಿ್ಲ  ಬಿಸಿಲಿನಿಿ ಿ  ಕೆಲಸ 

ಮರಡನವರಗ ನಿ ಿೀವು ಯರವ ತ್ೆ  ೆೆೊೆೆಂದರೆಗಳನ್ನು  ಎದನರಿಸನತಿ  ೆಿೀರಿ? 

Thirsty, dry mouth, Dry eyes, headache, Burning sensation in Scalp, leg and passing urine were 
expressed by the workers. 
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Observations: 

1. While the survey was conducted temperatures were running between 38 and 39 

degrees in Chikodi, Belagavi. Working under the sun with soaring temperatures as this 

from 10am to 5pm is not in the interest of the health of rural women and senior 

citizens. 

2. Majority of the workers are not aware of the 30% workload concessions with full 

payment provided to them. 

3. Workers bring 1/2ltr drinking water from their houses which is not sufficient to sustain 

under soaring temperatures, clean drinking water needs to at the workplace for all the 

workers. 

4. First Aid plays a significant role in saving the lives of workers and absence of it can 

prove to be fatal workers in case of any emergencies 

5. In the absence of a tree shade at work, a tent facility at the workplace provides 

relief to workers. 

6. Clear symptoms of dehydration of first level and second levels are observed. Rural 

community workers with nutritional deficiencies are more vulnerable to these issues and can 

easily turn to health emergencies. 

All the above-mentioned issues need to be implemented mandatorily as part of the MGNREGS work 

undertaken to protect the life and health of the workers. 

 

Conclusion 

MGNREGS is a lifeline and a means for livelihood and sustainability for many in the rural areas, it 

gives much needed economic power to the rural women. While works have just begun across 

Karnataka, through our rapid survey we intended to highlight the lacunas at workplace before 

temperatures rise further. People with nutritional deficiencies, senior citizens and women 

working under the sun need adequate facilities to protect themselves from any health 

emergencies. 

States should take necessary steps to ensure basic protection mechanisms are in place. 

Climate change-induced heat waves are more frequent, Job guarantee schemes in rural 

areas such as MGNREGS can build climate resilience by keeping the most vulnerable from 

falling into poverty and at the same time protect them from rising temperature by ensuring 

mandatory implementation of all the services at all the workplaces. 
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Annexure – I 

Questionnaire / Google Form 
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Annexure – II 
State Government Order  
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Annexure – III 
Newspaper coverage of ongoing heat wave 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Heat Wave Guidance | India Meteorological Department  
https://mausam.imd.gov.in/responsive/heatwave_guidance.php 
 
North Karnataka districts singe at 43º C; experts want heat wave declared state 
disasterl 
 https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/north-karnataka-dists-singe-at-43o-c-experts-want-
heat-wave-declared-state-disaster-3455815 
 
Karnataka heatwave alert: IMD issues warning, government urges caution - The 
Economic Times Over 500 suspected sunstroke cases, 2 deaths in Karnataka since 
March amid heatwave: Report | Bengaluru - Hindustan Times 

 https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/karnataka-heatwave-alert-imd-issues-warning-
government-urges-caution/articleshow/119063572.cms?from=mdr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Reference: 
Heatwave health risk index for Karnataka, India - 
ScienceDirect, The Journal of Climate Change and Health, 
Volume 22, March-April 2025. 
 

https://mausam.imd.gov.in/responsive/heatwave_guidance.php
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/north-karnataka-dists-singe-at-43o-c-experts-want-heat-wave-declared-state-disaster-3455815
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/north-karnataka-dists-singe-at-43o-c-experts-want-heat-wave-declared-state-disaster-3455815
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/north-karnataka-dists-singe-at-43o-c-experts-want-heat-wave-declared-state-disaster-3455815
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/north-karnataka-dists-singe-at-43o-c-experts-want-heat-wave-declared-state-disaster-3455815
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/karnataka-heatwave-alert-imd-issues-warning-government-urges-caution/articleshow/119063572.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/karnataka-heatwave-alert-imd-issues-warning-government-urges-caution/articleshow/119063572.cms?from=mdr
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/bengaluru-news/over-500-suspected-sunstroke-cases-2-deaths-in-karnataka-since-march-amid-heatwave-report-101712287646315.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/bengaluru-news/over-500-suspected-sunstroke-cases-2-deaths-in-karnataka-since-march-amid-heatwave-report-101712287646315.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/bengaluru-news/over-500-suspected-sunstroke-cases-2-deaths-in-karnataka-since-march-amid-heatwave-report-101712287646315.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/karnataka-heatwave-alert-imd-issues-warning-government-urges-caution/articleshow/119063572.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/karnataka-heatwave-alert-imd-issues-warning-government-urges-caution/articleshow/119063572.cms?from=mdr
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667278225000136
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667278225000136

