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Introduction

The IPCC’s Sixth Assessment Report released earlier this year noted with certainty that heat
waves will increase and occur with more frequency. India’s economy is highly dependent on
heat-exposed labour with an overwhelming 75% of the labour force, close to 380 million people,
toiling under the sun and accounting for nearly 50% of the country’s GDP. Estimates show 75%
of Indian districts, home to over 638 million people, are hotspots of extreme climate events
such as cyclones and floods, and droughts and heat. Over the decades, unviable agricultural
prospects in rural areas have forced people to migrate to cities in search of jobs. Women are
often left behind. The International Labour Organization notes that climate change impacts,
combined with differences in social and

economic roles and responsibilities exacerbate the vulnerability of women and children.

Located along the western coast of India, - -
. . Karnataka heatwave alert: IMD issues warning,
Karnataka state shares its borders with Goa, government urges caution

Maharashtra, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, and 7 Cnine Lt st Hor 1 202508080 AT Bt B 58 P
Kerala and has 31 administrative districts.
Karnataka has a subtropical climate with four
distinct seasons: winter, summer, post- | s e
monsoon, and southwest monsoon. The s e 18
annual rainfall varies from approximately 20 [Pt
inches to 160 inches, with the primary o omison

monsoon period spanning the months of A« Llreondod e fignedltegesturs aihe

June-September. Additionally, a less

pronounced northeast monsoon contributes

to post-monsoon precipitation, however, winters tend to be dry in the state. In recent decades, a
significant change in temperature in the state has been observed with the summer maximum
temperature increased by 95% from 1951 to 2010. Moreover, Karnataka is overall prone to
heatwaves, with 15 out of 31 districts being very highly prone.?

Smort Beta Index involves selection of stocks
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https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/coronavirus-leading-through-the-crisis/charting-the-path-to-the-next-normal/will-india-get-too-hot-to-work#%3A~%3Atext%3DApril%2022%2C%202021%20By%202050%2Cair%20temperature%20and%20relative%20humidity
https://www.ceew.in/press-releases/75-districts-and-half-india%E2%80%99s-population-vulnerable-extreme-climate-events-ceew-study
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The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), implemented in
2005, is a program that has become a vital source of livelihood and a ray of hope for rural
communities in India, particularly for the unemployed and underemployed. It guarantees 100
days of unskilled manual work annually to adult members of rural households who seek
employment. The program provides a reliable income source for many, especially during periods
of agricultural lean seasons or when other employment opportunities are scarce. The program
mandates that at least one-third of beneficiaries are women, contributing to gender equity and
empowering women in rural areas. With several parts of north Karnataka experiencing increase
in temperatures.

A government order dated 04/04/2025 signed by
Sri. Chandrashekar, Special Secretary,
Administration-1, Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj Department was issued to all the
concerned departments and intends to provide
concession of 30% workload with full payment for
all the registered MGNREGS workers across 14t
districts of Kalburgi and Belagavi zones, refer to
Annexure-2.

Rapid Survey of MGNREGA Workers in Chikodi Taluk, Belagavi district, Karnataka

Murthy, “Heatwave health risk index for Karnataka, India”, The Journal of Climate Change and Health, Volume 22, 2025.
< https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667278225000136>
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A rapid survey was conducted by ActionAid Karnataka Project between 10™ and 12th April 2025
across villages in Chikodi Taluk, Belagavi where MGNREGA work is undertaken. A few basic questions
concerned with heat and working conditions were administered

across 124 workers. (Refer to Annexure-I for questionnaire) Count of Name of the
. Gram Gram Panchayat /

A total of 95 women and 29 men working under the Panchayat M B0WBoH:

MGNREGS were part of this survey. They came from Bambalwad 19

Bambalwad, Belakud, Donwad, Hanchnal, Jainapur, Belakud 10

Kamtenatti, Karagaon, Mugali, and Umarani villages of six Jainapur 12

Gram Panchayats in Chikkodi Taluk, Belagavi district. 114 KMaL::TiO” ;;

survey participants were under 60 years of age and 10 Umarani 18

were between 60 and 75 years. Total 124

Survey Findings

The following are the findings of the survey;

1. 90 workers work between 10am and 5pm.

Work timings / F©XIG I Count
10am-5pm 90
8am-3pm 32
9am-2pm 2

Total 124

2. 93 out of 124 workers testified that they were not provided with 30% less work
load and 31 members confirmed that they were provided.

Are you given 30% workload concessions and full payment also ? /
QDT 30% FORT BT DNy, B3, Feoor FTRIoDR), 3B Count
ARV F*IEANE?

No 93
Yes 31
Grand Total 124

AP = o4
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3. 51 workers testified that they did not get drinking water facilities at work and 73
members expressed that they get drinking water at work.

Are you provided clean drinking water/ 3RBE FRRODHIE AT, Count
WRNATZITBAE?
No 51
Yes 73
Total 124

4. 104 workers said that a first aid box was not available at the work place while 20
workers confirmed it’s availability.

Is First Aid box available at workplace / FORIE IBFRE). TOFed 13339 B, 2 Count
OP;eIBAE?
No 104
Yes 20
Total 124

5. 85 workers said that they did not have tent/shade facilities during breaks and 39
workers expressed they did.

Are you provided with a tent for taking work breaks or lunch at the
workplace /3O FFYRY). JT0H BT HYYOR ©TH0 Medl HoBOR Count
8R93), 8ot o, wENABNE?

No 85
Yes 39
Total 124

6. The range of issues faced by workers as per their statements include: thirst, dry mouth, dry
eyes, headache, burning sensation in scalp, leg and while passing urine.

Have you faced any issues working under these temperatures / F¥6 Fo ) DI Y, VA, FOX
MIBIRTN Y oHIR 3720 0BVNYR), ABHOFFIA0?

Thirsty, dry mouth, Dry eyes, headache, Burning sensation in Scalp, leg and passing urine were
expressed by the workers.
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Observations:

1. While the survey was conducted temperatures were running between 38 and 39
degrees in Chikodi, Belagavi. Working under the sun with soaring temperatures as this
from 10am to 5pm is not in the interest of the health of rural women and senior
citizens.

2. Majority of the workers are not aware of the 30% workload concessions with full
payment provided to them.

3. Workers bring 1/2ltr drinking water from their houses which is not sufficient to sustain
under soaring temperatures, clean drinking water needs to at the workplace for all the
workers.

4. First Aid plays a significant role in saving the lives of workers and absence of it can
prove to be fatal workers in case of any emergencies

5. Inthe absence of a tree shade at work, a tent facility at the workplace provides
relief to workers.

6. Clear symptoms of dehydration of first level and second levels are observed. Rural
community workers with nutritional deficiencies are more vulnerable to these issues and can
easily turn to health emergencies.

All the above-mentioned issues need to be implemented mandatorily as part of the MGNREGS work
undertaken to protect the life and health of the workers.

Conclusion

MGNREGS is a lifeline and a means for livelihood and sustainability for many in the rural areas, it
gives much needed economic power to the rural women. While works have just begun across
Karnataka, through our rapid survey we intended to highlight the lacunas at workplace before
temperatures rise further. People with nutritional deficiencies, senior citizens and women
working under the sun need adequate facilities to protect themselves from any health
emergencies.

States should take necessary steps to ensure basic protection mechanisms are in place.
Climate change-induced heat waves are more frequent, Job guarantee schemes in rural
areas such as MGNREGS can build climate resilience by keeping the most vulnerable from
falling into poverty and at the same time protect them from rising temperature by ensuring
mandatory implementation of all the services at all the workplaces.
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Annexure -1

Questionnaire / Google Form

Survey - "MGNREGA Workers under rising
temperatures”

Chikodi, Belagavi

7. Age/&300A,: »

* Indicates required question

8. Job Card no./ 2wy Zote'c RO
1. Email *

9. Under MGNREGS, How many days of work did you/family do last year / MGNREGS *

IRONE), TYT TRE ALY/ TENOW FBA; T, DINY TOR TRDLD :
2. Date/ DTR0OT*

Example: January 7, 2019
10.  Are you aware of Govt. Order for by Special Secretary, RDPR for the month of April *
- & May 2025 / ©&ye5* a3, 350t 8onPT e esIE IS
- *
3. Temperature recorded today / 90T CRERT FoaTe0R FODFBIFODETH BTOT 04-04-2025 B BToFENS REETT eSTXIE Fs,
Dt LD ?

Check all that apply.

Yes

4. Name of the Gram Panchayat / M9z @020 3" * o

11. How many days of work have you done in the month of April 2025 / &&ye>* 2025 *
5. Village Name / M3 B=0 * B6). AtaY DR, OT FOX TRRDLD?

6. Name of the worker/ T2ed0F T BR0) 1 * 12. Work timings / F©RT B0 (From Hrs to Hrs) *

13.  Are you given 30% workload concessions and full payment also 7/ Qari 30%  *

FORT BT DOSPONINYR), 7H3), TEOF TOTIONRY, XB 17, Have you faced any issues working under these temperatures / %6 ey
AedeRr3Bode? BRNE), DADIE), TR RN ied 08w 3R0RTRR),
Check all that apply. A0RSLD?
| | ves
[Ino

14.  Are you provided clean drinking water/ %3, S808083 6T, ¥
2BNRIZTE?

Check all that apply.

[Tves
[ INo

15.  Is First Aid box available at work place / FRE BS3E), Fedh 3830, B30 + This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google
©35dc308?

Check all that apply. GOOg|e FormS

[Ives
[ INo

16.  Are you provided tent for taking work breaks or lunch at the workplace /FORT  *
AFBO), 00D INRTRY,L) T 0 TRREE 3BPIay) 3063° €9,
wBNABORE?

Check all that apply.

[ ]ves
[INo
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Annexure - Il

State Government Order

TOoF&¥ XForodd SBIVne)

dRO: FNTOZ, NMOOR TIRA,L0D MedIed NEBRLR 3D C3etESoD1s
AN OB, TS BFNDDEO0E FOWICN D3y,
BYMod  RSNY  MYedtsd  I[EIINE), FOR  AScdome
SR0TAN3 T TON RN FORE Telweer3e). DOBPS
QAERBIE TDID.
L. T3eNGS: 1. ITFCE &3 RoDs: AP (83R) 07 A LeHT 2025,
BDT0T: 02.04.2025.

2. ATOFOT 3833 BOLys: e3TTRA-QBdR*/172/2022 230MeRT)
DT00F: 01-04-2022, 28-03-2023 a3, 04.04.2024.

dkkkk

FAJEDIA A

FR3 BANODE), Tz 3T FIFET RS NYS) nER038 JOo3
BFNE, e (1) 8, FOWITN aH3B), WYMo NNTE). XTED TEONY
SeeBE3,0D, B, 0800 NoEN0T THes®, 0130 Moéd=drR @A
&sz3dReNE. AT TR DI, NWE,03E JWVI BT, MHITIEO0RE [T
RBREICHB IND BRAE TRMONY FORE TR, B JLRRNTE)
ABVELRIDIR) TR, FOP500MHIR. 20D JIRENAY 2337 9s3pODE), evedt ()T
RTOFD eSCLINYES), FOWION sHI), WHMM) NG BSNY Medesd JEe3nen
DTRIOR IV A3etBICHB 23R T TeNDOD FORE EI0EE),
DOHRAN AN, NB STEBNYI), BRTBFIND),. 9BT0I3 T3, MO STEM
OBf2R30D ToeLMDONPR AND WRATIEE FORIE FjeI0ar3e), DO 30D, TARL3
WeAR TPOW TPR 0BT DX TDNIY, W TBONE), FLLON TN 239N
223NE 14 23 AR QBN Tots; ITIFTa) DFFDAT. e3P0 B8 FFFOR 3630~

REron e303¢38 Jog3s: Nejessd 33 e30%.8. 2025 Worieles), DPe0w:04-04-2025

TARTIONE), TOATIE 90BNF 0D, 2025-26:3¢ 23CAR ToOW €9FHODE),
DAY FTFRS THIB), NT,0IT [P0 BeFo,METIHTOOT, T3, MOY
DO, L0 NMjedIEd SVTRLT 503D O3RLHIONE FOR D3RI BRE) ToeETON
IMDBRAIT FORE REIOHEE), S TYTOR TRRITOTIE Beomo ReSo0eese),
FOAR Tt DOITDANSADN, FENTN DI, L3¢Moe) 2 NS 14 23e3 N NMejeddCed
TSNP AT ATOF Tag) e3TIECDAT.

?02) AN FoOT LHTPFOTHMOOD FORT &WjeILAtE), Tdes JeTcso DOy
I~

1 DAye¥* 2025 3T 300,

2 &3¢ 2025 I3 305,

2 b )
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D

2024-253¢ OT TOAFT I[P RIRLSOD  IR;0N-80F,0D  FOTMeD
SBENES ALNTE). BRE TNFFON BT, DR O 335833, FOW, TGP 2383,
B3 T003E Snezied PTODFNTRD, F789,0050N FO ZGHT.

s e3T3eTay IFeeDOTESE 20N 200DTHIT. B FOWOL et ILATHE BSNY
308; TOODE JaTor BT LIPTIONS 13, TENPR, 3BT,

TOIFEST U255e30e00 5230~ 0A00
Tone 9530 BROTE),

(230T3BeTY)
RTEOE IR ToODETIF (3BL3-1)
My TFRL)as, B4 03, WOFIODNT* U |eI0s

Wilujss

-

RT3 DTOOT), FOOFEIT ATIE T, 230NLRRTY/GRTI03

2. ROTOTTI0D, Ter&dT Toss &3, L3onLesd

3. B¥Meed aH3), TNTN NG BeR), BOFVONINY, T0V; TOODE JeIOF BT
9TIONS)

4. 2390 EHI), FOLNON I2INE DR, TORF BOLFVANINY FTOODE JeIF BT
9DTONED

5. 23¥Meed a3, TN ey, sELTE), BT LIRS BLRBNY 9DTIONPT

(ROWORAT B, WOLFIONS0D TNW; TOODE JeIOF BT L9PTIOODNIT EDROT

QBRI

Ao,

1. 30 NeYeddtTBoLas,R), sH3), BOLFV0NT® TUoe A23a30 €3, TooDF WAFTIED,
APOSACE, 230nLRT).

2. Dodssl3 deIe), An9s YeRSNY B3Ny e5a, TooNEEIE .

3. RBFOR 30; FHODFTIDF, FIFEIT AT T Q30 €35, FoODF WIFTIED,
APOIRG, L3onLes).

4. XFTFOE 90 B0 TOONEWIE, FUOFE3T ATOFT Fa30 €383, FoODFWAENSD,
APOIPG, BWoneesh

5. RTOFOE B0 s308); TOONFTAE, Tore e92)a3,D, e3030BD), FUeFeds AFoF T
{30 €33, FOODNFWAF NS, IPOSAR, 230NeRT).
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6. ATFOE BLOS FDONEWAE NS, NMYedTHLaB), eI, BOLFVODI® Tz
Qe3R8 B30 35, FOOHFBIENS)
7. RBFOG ey, 9eRBNY ATIFOE 930 s FoODEBIE /Do
FODFBIFNEY/ TOODEEIeTe) L3onees)
8. TTEAT e3030TT) TN, 230
9. 239M0ed &3, F2NTN I2IONT e HTONE)
10. 237, LI, AOR,NY &0V A,BINPT:
i Do 30W; ©909; ROTFHORNTIO (€98E8;5 G a30D33,3), 9T 2353,
2e3£3.80, 23ontLes.
ii. e300, Ty BEIRSS, BT O, Wonees),
ii.  e30RTT, LIVTODS 92)e3,D), BTV, FOa3LD Fa3, L3ONLRT).
iv. O, 92)e30, 30303, B, 9e08s, 2BTNBR T, S0NLR0).
V. QTEITO), 3CEMODT Yesoss, eIoe 2301 GA, 230NLR0).
Vi QTESTO), EDRDT YR, 0J.0d.E3a30%, 30NLRT).
vii. 3095 ©92)0H0oITT (RS, DETRED) VI TIOOD 2)2T0eYT/E3 8, £ae3erad),
F.030°.53,3, eonsedh.
viii.  3008; ©92)0H03TB) WOLFVORIT® Tz YOXDCNDOTT BeI08s, L30NLRT).
X  09; TOOIRFLFOS LIPTID, TOFEIT Myeddtes CRNY e92)e3,D, RO,
Ioneesdh.
X e3030TB) TOFET MYeddCEd B AC2TD2R 3B, R gaddE s, MYyedICEd
QLB RB20025) J2IN, MYeddHBOLa, B, 03I), TWOLFOHI® TozZ® Yoy,
T30 2333, 23onedes)
11. e303NTD, BADRORLLTT BTV, 0.e).E3530¢, Lonesd
12. e3030T0) MYyedCTTOLE R, MBI, eI, WOLFIONI* TozF [es0ss
13. MR, DI, WOLFODNI® Tz YERBOD eI, AW IFTTINT)
14. e3030T SPEFT BOTBMRCT), NMYeddFBL)e3, 0, 30D, WOLFIODT® TozF QeI
woneest
15. ATEESTT), 920,75 FeBET* RO, MYt THOLad, 0D Tozss ROR,, ©)IeH@DE*
O&, eDgRReT
16. &30W; LIRDFT FOBMRTY/25083 TEEITT), 3RCEMDT/IT03T/SBL3,
MReATBRLES, B, e303NTYOIAD, MYeIFFRLELD), 30R0TVOOD), NMeyeddtTBoe)ad R,
D3I, WOLFODNI* T Y0
17. 002503 R, 23 NY 2,028, P
18. )FCTORTOD, NEITRRCT, MYLIT YR, [YadTd PEIOAID 3327 A EF*TE),
TR TRCDT.
19. ROTIWTO) TROFEIT JTOR, NMYeIILTFOLET, D), 3NIY, WOLFONI® Tz YLD,
J33) AT, BOIFTONE), TyTE3REN FRCOT.
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Annexure - Il
Newspaper coverage of ongoing heat wave

Heat Wave Guidance | India Meteorological Department
https://mausam.imd.gov.in/responsive/heatwave guidance.php

North Karnataka districts singe at 432 C; experts want heat wave declared state
disasterl
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/north-karnataka-dists-singe-at-430-c-experts-want-
heat-wave-declared-state-disaster-3455815

Karnataka heatwave alert: IMD issues warning, government urges caution - The
Economic Times Over 500 suspected sunstroke cases, 2 deaths in Karnataka since

March amid heatwave: Report | Bengaluru - Hindustan Times
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/karnataka-heatwave-alert-imd-issues-warning-
overnment-urges-caution/articleshow/119063572.cms?from=mdr

h

Hindustan Times o

deaths in Karnataka since March amid
DH Home | India | Karnataka | Opinion | World | Business | Sports | Video | Entertainment heatwave: Report

e
DRCANWIRALD

lew Delhi 36°C &

ByYaminiCS X

Home > India » Karnataka >

North Karnataka districts singe at 43° C; szt [l @ @ @
expel’ts ‘Vant heat wave de(:lared State Karnataka reports 521 heatstroke cases, two deaths

¢ g since March; heatwave advisory issued by Karnataka
disaster
People in rural areas face more challenges due to lack of basic facilities including
drinking water and electricity supply. The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has
forecast a further rise in temperature.

State Disaster Management Authority.

‘ Vittal Shastri

Last Updated : 21 March 2025, 0222 IST

The Karnataka State Natural Disaster Monitoring Centre said maximum temperature
inthe range of 43 to 45 degrees Celsius was recorded in some parts of Kalaburagi,
Yadgir and Raichur districts. (ANI)
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https://mausam.imd.gov.in/responsive/heatwave_guidance.php
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/north-karnataka-dists-singe-at-43o-c-experts-want-heat-wave-declared-state-disaster-3455815
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/north-karnataka-dists-singe-at-43o-c-experts-want-heat-wave-declared-state-disaster-3455815
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/north-karnataka-dists-singe-at-43o-c-experts-want-heat-wave-declared-state-disaster-3455815
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/north-karnataka-dists-singe-at-43o-c-experts-want-heat-wave-declared-state-disaster-3455815
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/karnataka-heatwave-alert-imd-issues-warning-government-urges-caution/articleshow/119063572.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/karnataka-heatwave-alert-imd-issues-warning-government-urges-caution/articleshow/119063572.cms?from=mdr
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/bengaluru-news/over-500-suspected-sunstroke-cases-2-deaths-in-karnataka-since-march-amid-heatwave-report-101712287646315.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/bengaluru-news/over-500-suspected-sunstroke-cases-2-deaths-in-karnataka-since-march-amid-heatwave-report-101712287646315.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/bengaluru-news/over-500-suspected-sunstroke-cases-2-deaths-in-karnataka-since-march-amid-heatwave-report-101712287646315.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/karnataka-heatwave-alert-imd-issues-warning-government-urges-caution/articleshow/119063572.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/karnataka-heatwave-alert-imd-issues-warning-government-urges-caution/articleshow/119063572.cms?from=mdr
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667278225000136
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667278225000136

